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MICHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

925 631 1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

Lic# 681593

“A little bit of myself
goes into every job.” et
Michael VerBrugge,

Owner,
Moraga Resident

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

CARPET CLEANING

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

SPRING SPECIAL

19" OFF

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093

Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.

| Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga

925-376-2244

P040036 02/04  State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

CALL FOR A FREE
IN-HOME ESTIMATE
925-828-9600
s\\“‘:ﬂﬁamoﬂfg Quality Work & Service for over 13 years.
Bring ‘ttl,u; fuamples

| “Let Us nght llp Yaur Llfe”

- Residential * Commercial ® Industrial

s

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Bonded & Insured

Lic.#C10-631523 Hgﬂ
rofessional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
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Sole Proprietor

www.BurkmEIectrlc net

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

Wednesday, June 4, 2014

Celebratlng our 10th Annlversary

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002
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Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O.Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

From Front Page
Orinda Dad Shares Roller Coaster Joy

... continued from page A1l

Will Pemble works on the coaster cart in his well-equipped garage.

With projects like a luge track in
their former Connecticut back
yard and some home remodeling
experience under his belt, Pemble
decided to go for it, in a big way.

It’s not easy to build a roller
coaster. Pemble describes his
process as, “Think, dream, draw,
build, think, dream, draw, re-
build, test, break, fix, rebuild,”
and so on. “There’s no shame in
failure.” Apparently it takes a
few coaster cart crashes to find
the right design; one of his web
postings explains, “From our pile
of slightly twisted metal will
come a new design, a rebuilt cart,
and a far more stable wheel as-
sembly. All told, it was a great
couple of days!”

Initially it took about six
weeks and $3,500 in order to be
ready for a Halloween block party
last year. Refinements have con-
tinued and Pemble admits it’s got-
ten a little out of hand. The
newest version of the steel cart
with tricked out wheels has taken
roughly 40 hours to build.

Excited and very proud of the
“Caution Zone,” so named for the
safety area surrounding the wood
and PVC pipe structure, a new
version of the cart, with transpar-
ent seat freshly attached just mo-
ments before, was taking its

maiden voyage when Lamorinda
Weekly stopped by. Instructing
Lyle to hold on tight, since the
seat belt hadn’t been installed yet,
Pemble quipped “don’t want to
sacrifice the offspring.” He was
tickled at how well it turned out,
with more advanced features like
decoupled wheels made from re-
cycled I-beams, snagged when a
neighbor got rid of old garage
door tracks, massive skateboard
wheels, and a clear floorboard to
view the cart components. Each
wheel assembly can steer individ-
ually and pivots.

Clever and handy, with a
Bachelor of Science degree in
aeronautics from Louisiana Tech-
nical University, and a commer-
cial pilot’s license, Pemble had to
start from scratch, although Lyle
certainly pitched in. That was
part of the mission, to make sci-
ence and math tangible, some-
thing that is more relevant and
concrete than doing endless
worksheets. A student at Orinda
Intermediate School, Lyle is nat-
urally curious, and started this
whole process by researching
roller coasters.

Pemble is hoping to leverage
the success of the coaster project
to educational video learning,
similar to George Lucas’ Edu-
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topia.org or the Khan Academy
that offers free user-friendly edu-
cational lessons in bite-sized
chunks, geared for the shorter at-
tention span of youngsters. On
the CoasterDad website are ex-
amples of these lessons — one fea-
tures a Ruben’s tube hooked up to
a keyboard, in which Pemble ex-
plains the process simply and
clearly, then plays the Star Span-
gled Banner as the music is ex-
pressed in propane flames. How
cool is that?

Pemble is now a management
consultant; prior to that he was
the founder and CEO of
web.com, which has since been
sold. Wife Liz Pemble and
daughter Ellie are supportive, but
this really is a father and son proj-
ect. Defining the coaster as a
‘temporary structure,” Pemble has
done the math (no surprise there)
and estimates the wood coaster
supports should last approxi-
mately three years, but he says it
will be de-constructed much ear-
lier than that.

Next on his list is a trebuchet
— a type of catapult that was used
in the Middle Ages. Who knows
if the family-friendly neighbor-
hood block party is ready for a
contraption that can launch
pumpkins into the air?
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KURT PIPER GROUP

Modern Remodel

ﬁ

592 Michael Lane | Lafayette

Offered at 51,095,000

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 1634+ Sq. Ft.

Kurt Piper
925.818.8000

KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01130308
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529 Morecroft Rd | Lafayette

5 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 3765% Sq. Ft.
Offered at 51,550,000

The Best of Burton Valley

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S






